The Epping Jaundice outbreak: mortality after 38 years of follow-up.
To investigate mortality in individuals exposed to 4,4'-methylenedianiline (MDA). The mortality of 84 individuals, accidentally poisoned with MDA during the "Epping Jaundice" outbreak of 1965, was compared with expected values based on national rates defined by age, period and sex, for the period 1965-2002. In addition, cancer registration data were analysed for the period 1971-2002. The vital status of 83% of the group was established, with 37 deaths occurring before the end of follow-up. Mortality from all causes was close to expectation among females (Obs, 25; Exp, 30.3; SMR, 82), and below expectation among males (Obs, 12; Exp, 26.7; SMR, 45). There were no observed deaths from cancer of the liver or from nonmalignant liver disease. This study has found no evidence to suggest that the ingestion of MDA had adversely affected mortality.